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St. James’ Church Kindergarten  

“…where every child matters.” 

 

 

Dew Drops Newsletter 
From the Principal’s desk 

         

 
We welcome the children back to school. The one-week break has just flown by and 

we are back in school for Term 2! 

 

Family Day Carnival 
The Family Day Carnival on 10 March at the Harding Campus was a huge success.  

It was great to see the families of the children as well as the staff of our three 

campuses coming together for a time of food, fun and games. Many of you went 

home with bags of prizes and other goodies. It was also wonderful to see many 

of the alumni children and their families who came back to support the school. 

We trust that everyone who came had a good time. Congratulations to all the 

happy winners of the Lucky Draw items!   

 

We want to thank all the parents who contributed Lucky Draw items, prizes, 

jumble sale items, and food, as well as those who donated generously in cash 

before the carnival.  It was really wonderful to see so many of you helping out in 

different ways, and we hope you enjoyed yourselves. We raised about $30,000 

during the carnival which will go towards supporting the school in its educational 

endeavours. St. James’ Church Kindergarten is greatly blessed by your 

generosity!

Term 2 
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As the school continues to build a relationship with your child, we would like to 
share some helpful parenting tips with you. Ellen Galinsky (author of Mind in 
the Making) wrote about 7 essential life skills every child needs and how 
parents can encourage them: 
 

1. Focus and self-control. This skill allows children to achieve their goals in a 

world filled with distractions and information overload. It involves paying 

attention, remembering the rules, thinking flexibly and exercising self-

control. 

 

2. Perspective taking. This goes beyond empathy. It involves figuring out 

what others think and feel, and it forms the basis of children 

understanding their parents’ and teachers’ intentions. Children who can 

take others’ perspectives are much less likely to get involved in conflicts. 

 

3. Communicating. It’s much more than the ability to speak, read and write. 

It’s the skill of determining what one wants to communicate and realizing 

how our communications will be understood by others. It’s a skill that 

teachers and employers feel is most lacking today. 

 

4. Making connections. It’s the core of learning: what’s the same, what’s 

different. And the ability to make unusual connections is at the core of 

creativity. In a world where information is so accessible, people who can 

see these connections will be successful. 

 

5. Critical thinking. It is essential for the ongoing search for valid, reliable 

knowledge to guide our beliefs, decisions and actions. It involves 

developing, testing and refining theories about “what causes what” to 

happen. 

 

6. Taking on challenges. Life is full of stresses and challenges. Kids who are 

willing to take on a challenge (instead of avoiding it) will do better in 

school and in life. 

 

7. Self-directed, engaged learning. We can realize our potential through 

learning. As the world changes, so can we – if we continue to learn for as 

long as we live. 
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Thank you so much for entrusting your children in our care, and we do hope you 

will find these strategies useful as you seek to provide the best possible 

environment for your children. We look forward to another exciting and 

productive term and hope to continue to make learning fun and challenging. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

    

Jacqueline Chung (Dr)  

Senior Principal & Academic Director 

 

 

 

 

 

Joanna Koh (Mrs) 

Vice-Principal 
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How important is play in preschool? 
Preschool — it’s not just about the sandbox anymore. As elementary school becomes more 
rigorous, so does preschool. Children are expected to learn certain skills in preschool so that they 
are prepared for elementary school. Considering the limited time in a preschool setting and the 
pressure for success later on, where does play fit in? 
 
Play is work for preschoolers 
Children are playful by nature. Their earliest experiences exploring with their senses lead them 
to play, first by themselves and eventually with others. The National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC) has included play as a criterion in its accreditation process for 
programs for young children. “They call it their work,” says Peter Pizzolongo, associate director 
for professional development at NAEYC. “When they’re learning and playing with joy, then it’s a 
positive experience. They develop a positive approach to learning.”  
 
Benefits of play 
Through play, children develop skills they’ll use in  their school years. 
 
Physical 
Both gross and fine motor development occur through play. When kids play outdoors, if they feel 
comfortable and supported, they’ll push themselves to new challenges and build motor skills. 
Developing fine motor skills, such as handling small objects, is a way for children to practice using 
their hands and fingers, which in turn builds the strength and coordination critical for writing 
skills. “When you’re a preschooler or toddler, your attention comes out in a different way,” 
explains Pizzolongo. “Your attention works best if your body is involved, as many parts of it as 
possible. So children learning to play where they’re physically engaged with materials and 
interacting with each other would work best.” 
 
Language 
Children build language skills through cooperative play. Their success depends on their ability 
and patience in explaining themselves. Teachers repeat the words children say to help others 
understand. They also teach words about the objects the kids are interested in handling. Students 
may talk to themselves while playing side by side with other children and then begin to repeat 
what they hear or start talking to each other. This develops into back-and-forth communication 
about play, becoming increasingly sophisticated by age 4. Children will now set rules, have 
specific roles, express their interests or objections, and chatter about funny situations that occur 
in the course of play. 
 
Self-concept 
Play builds a strong sense of self-confidence. Trying to do a certain trick on a play structure or 
build with blocks is hard work for a preschooler. Teachers acknowledge these experiences by 
articulating what they observe and letting the preschooler absorb these accomplishments again. 
There are also therapeutic benefits to play that help all children. For example, understanding that 
a parent is going to work and will come back at pick-up time can be reinforced through a play 
scenario. 
 
Social development 
Listening, negotiating, and compromising are challenging for 4- and 5-year-olds. Though children 
at this age are still egocentric, or unable to think beyond their own needs, working with others 
helps them develop an awareness of differences in people around them. These experiences in 
preschool provide a foundation for learning how to solve problems and communicate with peers. 
Play also helps build positive leadership qualities for children who are naturally inclined to direct 
but must learn how to control their impulses. 
 
(Article taken from http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/play-in-preschool/)  
  

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/play-in-preschool/
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Term 2 Highlights 
 
I Excursions 

 
The children will go on their first outing for the year.  This will be an 
exciting time for the children as they will get to sit in a big bus to go to the 
excursion venue together with all their friends.  
 

 Session 1  :     Wednesday 11 April 2018 

 Session 2  :     Thursday 12 April 2018 

 Time  :     8.30 am – 1.00 pm 
 

There will be no classes for the children on the day when the other session 
is out for the excursion. More details will be given soon. 

 
 
II Parent-Teacher Conference (PTC) 

 
During the Parent-Teacher Conference in May, the teachers  
will share with you in greater depth your child’s progress  
and any other matters of concern. 
 

 Most parents will be scheduled to meet with your child’s class 
teachers on 11 May but some parents may have their appointment on 
another day. 

 Do note that the children do not come to school on 11 May. 

 More details will be given nearer the date. 
 
 

III K1 & K2 Camp  
 

 Date : Friday 25 May 2018 

 Time : 8.30 am – 2.30 pm 

 Venue : The camp will be held in school. 

 There are no classes on 25 May for Pre-Nursery & Nursery children 
and K1 & K2 children not signed up for the camp.  

 More details will be given nearer the date. 
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Term 2 Highlights 
 
IV Project Work 
 

Project Work begins in Week 10 of Term 2 and carries on into part of Term 
3. The Nursery, K1 & K2 children will spend several weeks on various 
project work topics based on the Project Approach. We believe that 
involvement in project work will enrich and add a new dimension to 
children's learning. Project Work is fairly fluid in nature and the children 
play an integral part in making choices and determining the direction it 
takes.  
 
Project work is done in three phases: 
 
Phase 1 - Brainstorming, questioning, discussing & planning 
Phase 2 - Investigating, interviewing & field trip 
Phase 3 - Selecting, compiling information & presenting 
 
 
Project work culminates in an Open House in Term 3 where children 
present and share with their parents what they have learnt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

             Public & School Holidays 
 

 
 

 Friday 30 March : Good Friday     

 Tuesday 1 May  : Labour Day     

 Friday 11 May  : Parent-Teacher Conference 

 26 May to 24 June : Term 2 break    
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Term 2 Curriculum 
 
I Vygotsky’s Key to Learning (www.keytolearning.com)          

Here is an overview of each module and what will be covered this term. 

  Artographics (*in Chinese) 
Cultivates the essential skills required both 
for writing and creative artistic expression. 
Develops “art vision” and introduces different 
symbolic tools – composition, rhythm and 
colour 

 Lines (filling up the spaces with 
lines)  

 Straight lines and sharp broken 
lines 
 Lines in nature 
 Lines on buildings 

  Construction 
Develops mathematical language and goal 
directed behavior. Children analyse the 
structure of objects, plan, articulate their 
plans and execute them using building blocks. 

 Build by imitation (step by step, 
all at once, by memory) 

 Build by example (concealed 
construction)  
 Build furniture 

  Sensory Mathematics 
Develops the ability to analyse the external, 
visual qualities of objects using sensory 
standards such as colour, shape and size.  It 
builds the foundation for the development of 
mental abilities. 

 Comparative and sequencing 
skills 

 Size vocabulary 

 Shapes (to match a given 
outline and make comparison) 

  Expressive Movement 
Develops emotional intelligence, non-verbal 
communication skills, creativity and 
productive imagination through body 
movement, gestures, facial expressions and 
music. 

 Understand the meaning of a 
variety of gestures  

 Interact and imitate the actions 
and voice of the animals 

  You-Me-World 
Offers young children the opportunity to 
learn about themselves as physical, emotional 
and social beings. They learn about the 
natural and material world, about living 
things and inanimate objects, and about 
relationships between people. They are 
encouraged to explore, to empathise and 
help others learn. 

 Use symbols to represent adult 
and child, and recognise a 
representation of a house and 
family 

 Know how to cross a road 
according to rules and that 
traffic lights give people and 
traffic instructions 

 Recognise pictures of and 
distinguish between domestic 
& wild animals 

http://www.keytolearning.com/
http://www.keytolearning.com/ciym.html
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Term 2 Curriculum 
 

II Language & Sensory Play Experiences in English 

 Things That Roll 

 Faces Of Nature 

 

The children will be given opportunities to actively explore and be 

engaged in the topics through stories, rhymes, songs, and meaningful and 

sensorial experiences. Through these activities, we believe the children 

will develop a heightened awareness of their senses and learn to articulate 

their thoughts more effectively. 

 

 

III Language Play Experiences in Chinese 华文 

 

 
 Fruits 

 Colours 

 

The children will learn Chinese through stories, songs, rhymes and 

meaningful activities that revolve around the themes.  

 

We encourage you to continue to expose your child to Mandarin in fun 

and enjoyable ways so that he/she will develop a love for the language 

from young. 
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Suggested Parent-Child Activities 
 
Children learn best through their senses, so here are some activities that you can 

do with your child to help him/her find out more about the five senses while 

exploring the theme on fruits. 

 

Sight – using our eyes to see  

At the supermarket, draw your child’s attention to the wide selection of fruits on 

display.  Talk about the many colours, shapes and sizes of the fruits. 

 

 

Smell – using our nose to smell  

Next, buy different fruit home and have a fruit party. Invite your child to use 

his/her nose to smell the fruit. Talk about the smells they like and the smells they 

dislike. 
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Suggested Parent-Child Activities 
 

Touch – using our body to touch    

Buy a prickly fruit like a durian and a fruit with a smooth texture like a mango 

and let your child touch. Draw your child’s attention to the differences in 

texture and highlight that they use their hands to touch and their skin to feel.  

 

 

Sound – using our ears to hear   

Select fruits with different outer skins.  E.g. coconuts, watermelons, grapes 

and oranges.  Knock the fruits and listen if the outer skins of different fruits 

make different sounds. Encourage him/her to talk about the different sounds 

produced.  

 

Taste – using our tongue to taste   

Go and shop for fruits with your child. Talk about their different attributes 

and get ready to make a fruit salad together. Enjoy the fruit salad over a 

family meal! Emphasize that our tongue helps us to taste.     
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Suggested Parent-Child Activities 
 

Fine motor skills  

This involves the ability to control the small muscles of the body and is usually 

defined as the ability to coordinate the action of the eyes and hands together in 

performing precise manipulative movements (eye-hand coordination). 

 

Things you can get your child to do are: 

 Build structures with Lego/Duplo or similar items 

 Button and unbutton shirts/blouses 

 Mould shapes with dough 

 String beads together 

 Tie shoelaces or ribbons 

 Use a pair of scissors to cut old magazines 

 Zip and unzip bags 



Dew Drops Newsletter 2018 Term 2  Page 12 

 

Suggested Parent-Child Activities 
 

Gross motor skills  
 

 
 

These are movements that involve different body parts such as feet, legs, 

trunk, head, arms and hands. Body management skills involve controlling 

body balance or being stationary such as balancing on one foot.  It also 

includes awareness of body parts and how the body moves in personal and 

general space.  Locomotor skills are movements that take the body in any 

direction, from one point to another, and include walking, running, dodging, 

jumping and landing, hopping, leaping, skipping, and sliding. 

 

Things you can get your child to do are: 

 Walk unaided on level/sloping ground 

 Walk up and down stairs unaided 

 Walk/run/jump/hop around in the playground/open space 

 Walk/run around obstacles 

 Balance on one foot for as long as possible 

 

Most importantly, go outdoors and have fun with your child!  
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Health and Hygiene Matters 
 

Checking for HFMD symptoms 

Please check your child’s mouth, hands and feet for symptoms of 

HFMD BEFORE sending him/her to school daily. Symptoms of HFMD 

include: mild fever, poor appetite, sore throat and runny nose, mouth 

ulcers, rash (may be blister-like and non-itchy, but not always) usually 

located on the palms of the hands, soles of the feet and diaper areas, 

and tiredness and weakness. 

 

 

Temperature-taking  

We encourage all parents to take the temperature of their children 

BEFORE they come to school, and indicating that the temperature  

has been taken by placing a sticker on your child’s uniform. 

 

Children who are sick (fever (≥37.8°C), vomiting, diarrhoea, severe 

cough and cold, Pinkeye (conjunctivitis) and other infectious diseases) 

should not be sent to school.   

 

Should your child be looked after by a caregiver, do inform the 

caregiver to follow the instructions. 
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Health and Hygiene Matters 
 

Children who are sick in school 

If your child falls sick while in school, he/she will be taken to the 

sick bay in the office and you will be asked to make arrangements 

to take him/her home.  Sick children will not be allowed to go 

home on the school buses.  Do take note that children who may 

only be slightly unwell are generally more susceptible to catching 

infections. 

 
 

Hygiene 

We will continue to ensure and maintain high standards of 

hygiene in the Kindergarten.  We will remind the children to wash 

their hands thoroughly, and the toys and premises will be 

disinfected on a regular basis.   

 



Dew Drops Newsletter 2018 Term 2  Page 15 

 

General Information 
 

 

Every Friday is Fruit Day 

To encourage healthy eating habits, we would like all children 

to bring some fruit (for their own consumption) on Fridays. 

The fruit should be pre-cut (if necessary) and easy to eat. 

 

        

Term Fee Reminder 

 

Due date :  23 March 2018 

Amount  :  $1,621.05 (inclusive of 7% GST)  
 

 Make cheque payable to St. James’ Church Kindergarten.  

 Write child’s name and class at the back of the cheque. 

 Please do not send us post-dated cheque. 

 Please make payment by 23 March 2018. 
 
GIRO/Baby Bonus deduction: 23 March 2018 
 

 Please ensure that there are sufficient funds in the account.  

 Please inform Finance of any changes to the deduction by 21 March 2018. 

 For unsuccessful deductions, a bank charge of $5.00 applies. 
 
A late payment fee of $30.00 (inclusive of GST) will be levied for each week of 
non-payment after 23 March 2018. 
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“……where every child matters.” 
 

 

Our Vision 
A preschool where every child 

experiences high quality 
education, is developed into a 
well-rounded individual, and 

demonstrates godly character 

Our Mission 
To provide an environment 
that offers high quality and 
holistic early education and 
to nurture values based on 

Christian principles 

Our Core Values 
Respect 
Nurture 

Godly character  

 

 
 

 


