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St. James’ Church Kindergarten  

“…where every child matters.” 

 

 

Starlight Newsletter 
From the Principal’s desk 

         

 

We welcome the children back to school. The one-week break has just flown by 

and we are back in school for Term 2!    

 

Family Day Carnival 
The Family Day Carnival on 10 March at the Harding Campus was a huge success.  

It was great to see the families of the children as well as the staff of our three 

campuses coming together for a time of food, fun and games. Many of you went 

home with bags of prizes and other goodies. It was also wonderful to see many 

of the alumni children and their families who came back to support the school. 

We trust that everyone who came had a good time. Congratulations to all the 

happy winners of the Lucky Draw items!   

 

We want to thank all the parents who contributed Lucky Draw items, prizes, 

jumble sale items, and food, as well as those who donated generously in cash 

before the carnival.  It was really wonderful to see so many of you helping out in 

different ways, and we hope you enjoyed yourselves. We raised about $30,000 

during the carnival which will go towards supporting the school in its educational 

endeavours. St. James’ Church Kindergarten is greatly blessed by your 

generosity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 
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As the school continues to build a relationship with your child, we would like to 

share some helpful parenting tips with you. Ellen Galinsky (author of Mind in the 

Making) wrote about 7 essential life skills every child needs and how parents 

can encourage them: 

 

1. Focus and self-control. This skill allows children to achieve their goals in a 

world filled with distractions and information overload. It involves paying 

attention, remembering the rules, thinking flexibly and exercising self-

control. 

 

2. Perspective taking. This goes beyond empathy. It involves figuring out 

what others think and feel, and it forms the basis of children 

understanding their parents’ and teachers’ intentions. Children who can 

take others’ perspectives are much less likely to get involved in conflicts. 

 

3. Communicating. It’s much more than the ability to speak, read and write. 

It’s the skill of determining what one wants to communicate and realizing 

how our communications will be understood by others. It’s a skill that 

teachers and employers feel is most lacking today. 

 

4. Making connections. It’s the core of learning: what’s the same, what’s 

different. And the ability to make unusual connections is at the core of 

creativity. In a world where information is so accessible, people who can 

see these connections will be successful. 

 

5. Critical thinking. It is essential for the ongoing search for valid, reliable 

knowledge to guide our beliefs, decisions and actions. It involves 

developing, testing and refining theories about “what causes what” to 

happen. 

 

6. Taking on challenges. Life is full of stresses and challenges. Kids who are 

willing to take on a challenge (instead of avoiding it) will do better in 

school and in life. 

 

7. Self-directed, engaged learning. We can realize our potential through 

learning. As the world changes, so can we – if we continue to learn for as 

long as we live. 
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Thank you so much for entrusting your children in our care, and we do hope you 

will find these strategies useful as you seek to provide the best possible 

environment for your children.  We look forward to another exciting and 

productive term and hope to continue to make learning fun and challenging.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Jacqueline Chung (Dr)  

Senior Principal & Academic Director 

 

Joanna Koh (Mrs) 

Vice-Principal 
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How important is play in preschool? 
Preschool — it’s not just about the sandbox anymore. As elementary school becomes more 
rigorous, so does preschool. Children are expected to learn certain skills in preschool so that they 
are prepared for elementary school. Considering the limited time in a preschool setting and the 
pressure for success later on, where does play fit in? 
 
Play is work for preschoolers 
Children are playful by nature. Their earliest experiences exploring with their senses lead them 
to play, first by themselves and eventually with others. The National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC) has included play as a criterion in its accreditation process for 
programs for young children. “They call it their work,” says Peter Pizzolongo, associate director 
for professional development at NAEYC. “When they’re learning and playing with joy, then it’s a 
positive experience. They develop a positive approach to learning.” 
 
Benefits of play 
Through play, children develop skills they’ll use in their school years.  
 
Physical 
Both gross and fine motor development occur through play. When kids play outdoors, if they feel 
comfortable and supported, they’ll push themselves to new challenges and build motor skills. 
Developing fine motor skills, such as handling small objects, is a way for children to practice using 
their hands and fingers, which in turn builds the strength and coordination critical for writing 
skills. “When you’re a preschooler or toddler, your attention comes out in a different way,” 
explains Pizzolongo. “Your attention works best if your body is involved, as many parts of it as 
possible. So children learning to play where they’re physically engaged with materials and 
interacting with each other would work best.” 
 
Language 
Children build language skills through cooperative play. Their success depends on their ability 
and patience in explaining themselves. Teachers repeat the words children say to help others 
understand. They also teach words about the objects the kids are interested in handling. Students 
may talk to themselves while playing side by side with other children and then begin to repeat 
what they hear or start talking to each other. This develops into back-and-forth communication 
about play, becoming increasingly sophisticated by age 4. Children will now set rules, have 
specific roles, express their interests or objections, and chatter about funny situations that occur 
in the course of play. 
 
Self-concept 
Play builds a strong sense of self-confidence. Trying to do a certain trick on a play structure or 
build with blocks is hard work for a preschooler. Teachers acknowledge these experiences by 
articulating what they observe and letting the preschooler absorb these accomplishments again. 
There are also therapeutic benefits to play that help all children. For example, understanding that 
a parent is going to work and will come back at pick-up time can be reinforced through a play 
scenario. 
 
Social development 
Listening, negotiating, and compromising are challenging for 4- and 5-year-olds. Though children 
at this age are still egocentric, or unable to think beyond their own needs, working with others 
helps them develop an awareness of differences in people around them. These experiences in 
preschool provide a foundation for learning how to solve problems and communicate with peers. 
Play also helps build positive leadership qualities for children who are naturally inclined to direct 
but must learn how to control their impulses. 
(Article taken from http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/play-in-preschool/)  

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/play-in-preschool/


Starlight Newsletter 2018 Term 2 Page 5 

 

Term 2 Highlights 
 
I Excursions 

 
The children will go on their first outing for the year.  This will be an 
exciting time for the children as they will get to sit in a big bus to go to the 
excursion venue together with all their friends.  
 

 Session 1  :     Wednesday 11 April 2018 

 Session 2  :     Thursday 12 April 2018 

 Time  :     8.15 am – 2.30 pm 
 

There will be no classes for the children on the day when the other session 
is out for the excursion.  More details will be given soon. 

 *Do note that enrichment classes on these two days will be as usual. 
 
II Parent-Teacher Conference (PTC) 

 
During the Parent-Teacher Conference in May, the teachers  
will share with you in greater depth your child’s progress  
and any other matters of concern. 
 

 Most parents will be scheduled to meet with your child’s class 
teachers on 11 May but some parents may be given an appointment 
on another day. 

 Do note that the children do not come to school on 11 May.  There 
are also no enrichment classes on this day. 

 More details will be given nearer the date. 
 
 

III K1 & K2 Camp  
 

 Date : Friday 25 May 2018 

 Time : 8.30 am – 2.30 pm 

 Venue : The camp will be held in school. 

 There are no classes on 25 May for Pre-Nursery & Nursery children 
and K1 & K2 children not signed up for the camp.  

 There are no enrichment classes on this day. 

 More details will be given nearer the date. 
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Term 2 Highlights 
 
IV Project Work 
 

Project Work begins in Week 10 of Term 2 and carries on into part of Term 
3. The Nursery, K1 & K2 children will spend several weeks on various 
project work topics based on the Project Approach. We believe that 
involvement in project work will enrich and add a new dimension to 
children's learning. Project Work is fairly fluid in nature and the children 
play an integral part in making choices and determining the direction it 
takes.  
 
Project work is done in three phases: 
 
Phase 1 - Brainstorming, questioning, discussing & planning 
Phase 2 - Investigating, interviewing & field trip 
Phase 3 - Selecting, compiling information & presenting 
 
 
Project work culminates in an Open House in Term 3 where children 
present and share with their parents what they have learnt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

             Public & School Holidays 
 

 
 

 Friday 30 March : Good Friday     

 Tuesday 1 May  : Labour Day     

 Friday 11 May  : Parent-Teacher Conference 

 26 May to 24 June : Term 2 break    
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Term 2 Curriculum 
 
I English 

 Phonics  

 /ear/, /air/, /er/, /ure/, soft c, soft g 
 

 Readers 

 Hullabaloo at the Zoo 

 Lion’s Lunch 
 

 Creative writing 
 In Term 1, the children would have completed about 3 – 4 creative 

writing exercises by filling in the blanks and extension of stories.  
 In Term 2, they will continue with other writing activities such as short 

rhymes. There will also be language activities centered around the 
excursion. 

 

 Mini Projects 
 Once Upon A Story 

- The children will brainstorm and discuss the world of books and 
stories. They will learn about the parts of a story, elements of a 
story and write their own stories too!  

 The Tropical Rainforest  
- The children will learn about our rainforests and the layers 

within the tropical rainforest. Children’s awareness of 
environmental issues such as deforestation and how we can 
contribute to saving the earth will also be explored.  

 
 

II Mathematics 

 Mathematical language (small, medium, large, increasing, decreasing, 

equal, not equal, less than, greater than, etc.) 

 Use mathematical symbols (=, ≠, <, >, ≥, ≤ ) 

 Creating visual models of quantities using number axis lines 

 Comparing quantities 

 Grouping of quantities in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s 
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Term 2 Curriculum 
 
III Chinese 

 
For those of you who are not aware, MOE has stated that hanyu pinyin    (

汉语拼音) should only be taught at Primary One. However, we do offer 

a Hanyu Pinyin Camp for K2 children later in the year. 
 
Children who are still grappling with phonics will find learning hanyu pinyin 
confusing. They may also confuse the letter sounds taught in English and 
mix them up the hanyu pinyin sounds.  

 

MOE has also advised all kindergartens against giving tingxie (听写 ). 

Giving tingxie to preschool children is not an age-appropriate approach 
and it often results in stress and anxiety on the part of both children and 
parents.  
 
The emphasis in our Chinese programme is that children learn to listen to 
and understand phrases, speak it confidently and recognise the Chinese 
characters taught.  We do this through our readers, workbooks and 
extension activities based on these 3 texts: 
 

 蔬菜和水果   (Fruits and Vegetables) 

- Good habits of health and nutrition 

- Names of various fruits and vegetables 

 

 动物 (Animals) 

- Names of different animals 

- Explore their relationship with humans and the environment 
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Term 2 Curriculum 
 
IV MATAL 

 

 Planar shapes 
 Paths & lines 
 Closed line shapes 
 Open line shapes 
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Term 2 Curriculum 
 
 
V Visual Arts Programme 

 

 Artists explore – exploring masks 

 Artists create – drawing a picture of various  
types of buildings, houses, spaces & shelters 
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Suggested Parent-Child Activities 
 
English 

 Take your child to the library, allow him/her to choose a suitable fiction 

book and write simple sentences about his/her favourite character. It is 

alright if they are unable to spell all the words, just help them along the 

way to encourage them to enjoy the process of writing! Children can bring 

their writing back to school for ‘Show-and-Tell’. 

 You could also find out interesting facts about the Tropical Rainforest, as 

we discover more about environmental awareness together with the 

children. For example, “What are the layers of a rainforest?”  

 

Mathematics 

 Create mathematical symbol cards and a series of number cards from 1 - 

10. Take turns to pick out 2 numbers and have your child select the correct 

symbol to be placed in the middle. To make things more exciting, you 

could also pick out the numbers and symbols, and have your child check 

your answer! 

 Put an even number of objects in a bowl (up to 20) and have your child 

group them into groups of 2s, 4s or 5s. 



Starlight Newsletter 2018 Term 2 Page 12 

 

Suggested Parent-Child Activities 
 

Chinese 

 Use the word cards that have been sent home to play simple games with 

your children. Matching word and picture or memory games are always 

engaging. For children who are more proficient, you may start using these 

words to construct simple sentences. 

 Encourage your child to draw a picture about animals, insects, fruits and 

vegetables and describe the drawn picture in Mandarin! Children may 

bring the artwork in and share this with the class. 

 You may also use the Chinese readers that have been sent home to revise 

words taught in class, creating a simple memory game with your child to 

match the similar words can be fun! 

 

MATAL  

 Take a tour around your house. Look for objects with planar shapes. 

Differentiate open and closed line shapes. Design a house with your child 

using his/her favourite planar shapes. Bring the design to school to share 

with others. 
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Health and Hygiene Matters 
 

Checking for HFMD symptoms 

Please check your child’s mouth, hands and feet for symptoms of HFMD BEFORE 

sending him/her to school daily. Symptoms of HFMD include: mild fever, poor 

appetite, sore throat and runny nose, mouth ulcers, rash (may be blister-like and 

non-itchy, but not always) usually located on the palms of the hands, soles of the 

feet and diaper areas, and tiredness and weakness. 

 

Temperature-taking 

We encourage all parents to take the temperature of their children 

BEFORE they come to school, and indicating that the temperature  

has been taken by placing a sticker on your child’s uniform. 

 

Children who are sick (fever (≥37.8°C), vomiting, diarrhoea, severe cough and 

cold, yellowish/greenish mucus, Pinkeye (conjunctivitis) and other infectious 

diseases) should not be sent to school.   

 

Should your child be looked after by a caregiver, do inform the caregiver to 

follow the instructions. 
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Health and Hygiene Matters 
 

Children who are sick in school 

If your child falls sick while in school, he/she will be taken to the sick bay in the 

office and you will be asked to make arrangements to take him/her home.  Sick 

children will not be allowed to go home on the school buses.  Do take note that 

children who may only be slightly unwell are generally more susceptible to 

catching infections. 

 
 

Hygiene 

We will continue to ensure and maintain high standards of hygiene in the 

Kindergarten.  We will remind the children to wash their hands thoroughly, and 

the toys and premises will be disinfected on a regular basis. 
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General Information 
 

 

Every Friday is Fruit Day 

To encourage healthy eating habits, we would like all children 

to bring some fruit (for their own consumption) on Fridays. 

The fruit should be pre-cut (if necessary) and easy to eat. 

 

         

Term Fee Reminder 

 

Due date :  23 March 2018 

Amount :  $1,588.95 (inclusive of 7% GST)  

 Make cheque payable to St. James’ Church Kindergarten.  

 Write child’s name and class at the back of the cheque. 

 Please do not send us post-dated cheque. 

 Please make payment by 23 March 2018. 
 
GIRO/Baby Bonus deduction: 23 March 2018 
 

 Please ensure that there are sufficient funds in the account.  

 Please inform Finance of any changes to the deduction by 21 March 2018. 

 For unsuccessful deductions, a bank charge of $5.00 applies. 
 
A late payment fee of $30.00 (inclusive of GST) will be levied for each week of 
non-payment after 23 March 2018. 
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“……where every child matters.” 
 

 

Our Vision 
A preschool where every child 

experiences high quality 
education, is developed into a 
well-rounded individual, and 

demonstrates godly character 

Our Mission 
To provide an environment 
that offers high quality and 
holistic early education and 
to nurture values based on 

Christian principles 

Our Core Values 
Respect 
Nurture 

Godly character  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


